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English  Revision Strategies
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• •What is Retrieval Practice?

• Actively recall information without looking at your notes.

• Strengthens memory and makes learning stick.

• •

• •Why is it important for English?

• It helps you remember the plot, themes, characters and context of Literature texts

• It helps you remember the key quotations needed for exploration of literature texts

• It helps you remember key strategies for approaching questions, E.G DARFORREST

• •

• •How to Do It in English with examples

• 1. Flashcards –Write down key quotations with words messing – test yourself on the words and then explode the quotation to explore meaning

• 2. Timeline cards – write the plot in sections on flashcards and see how quickly you can put the events in order

• 3. Match up cards – create quotations cards about each character and a picture of the characters. See if you can match the quotation to the character. You could 
do the same for poetry by matching the quotation to the poem.

• 4. Hide and remember - write down information about the context of each text or poem. Revise and then hide the cards and write down what you can remember.

• 5. Re-read - It is important to re-read the texts and poems between now and the exam. Read or listen to a section and then write down what you can 
remember. You could also watch the Mr Bruff poetry videos on poetry on YouTube and make notes. You could then use the notes to create any of the activities 
above.

• 6. Exam practice - repeated practice of exam skills is vital for the recall of skills for this exam

• Figurative language match up. Write down the method on one card, a definition on a second and an example on the third. You can then match them up.

• •
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• •What is Retrieval Practice?

• Actively recall information without looking at your notes.

• Strengthens memory and makes learning stick.

• •

• •Why is it important for MFL?

• - Helps you remember vocabulary, grammar, and sentence structures.

• - Prepares you for real-life language use.

• •

• •How to Do It in MFL

• 1. Flashcards – Translate words or phrases without checking.

• 2. Cover & Recall – Hide your notes and write down what you remember.

• 3. Self-Testing – Quiz yourself on vocab, grammar, and verbs.

• 4. Mix It Up – Combine tenses, vocab, and speaking tasks.

• 5. Teach Someone Else – Explain meanings and usage to a friend.

• •

• •Example Activity:

• Pick 10 random words from your vocab list and write a sentence for each.
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PE Revision Strategies
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Mind Maps
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Mind Maps
Templates for all topics available in the VCERT Revision Area
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Flashcards
There are a number of different ways in 

which flashcards can be utilised:

1. Topic on one side – Information on the 
other

2. Questions on one side, answers on the 
other
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Flashcards – Topic-content
Content area: 1.2.5 – Muscle fibre types

Front

Back
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Flashcards – Question-answer
Content area: 1.2.3 – Muscle movements

Front

Back
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Pictorial representation
Pictorial representation is using pictures or 
diagrams to explain a key word or concept

Research shows that our learning is 
improved when images are used to support 

an explanation
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Pictorial representation
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Pictorial representation



Respectful  Kind  Resilient  Ready
INTERNAL DOCUMENT: (Edit Slide Master to change this title)

Chunking + Transforming
Chunking involves breaking large amounts of 

information down into smaller, more 
manageable chunks.

The reduced information could then be 
transformed into lists, mind maps, flow charts 

etc

Reducing down the information into the most 
crucial points is key to this technique
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Chunking + Transforming
Step 1: Highlight the key words, phrases or sentences
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Chunking + Transforming
Step 2: Transform it into some thing more memorable

Example: 
Annotated 
flow chart



Respectful  Kind  Resilient  Ready
INTERNAL DOCUMENT: (Edit Slide Master to change this title)

Chunking + Transforming
What else could you transform it into?

1. Lists

2. Mind 
maps

3. Tables

4. Diagram
s

Arteries Veins Capillaries

Thick 
muscular 
walls

Large 
lumen

Smallest 
blood 
vessel

… … …

Bones
Femur
Tibia

Fibula
Tarsals

Metatarsals
Phalanges
Humerus

…
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Chunking + Transforming

Chunking 
doesn’t have to 
take place just 

using texts. 

Videos can be 
used and 

information can 
be reduced from 

there. 

VCERT Revision Series
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Past papers + exam questions
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Revision Mats
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Humanities revision 
strategies

Subject specific
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What is Retrieval Practice?
• Actively recall information without looking at your notes.

• Strengthens memory and makes learning stick.

Why is it important for History?
• Helps you to remember key events, dates and people

• •How to Do It in History
• 1. Flashcards – Put a name, event or date on the front – have the answer on the other side 

• 2. Cover & Recall – Hide your notes and write down what you remember.

• 3. Self-Testing – Quiz yourself – names, dates, events

• 4. Chronological events – can you put events in the right chronological order 

• 5. Teach Someone Else – Explain events to a friend or trusted adult

Example Activity:
• Make a pictorial timeline of key events 

History
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What is Retrieval Practice?
• Actively recall information without looking at your notes.

• Strengthens memory and makes learning stick.

Why is it important for RE?
• Helps you to remember key events, quotes and teachings

•How to Do It in RE
• 1. Flashcards – question on the front – have the answer on the other side 

• 2. Cover & Recall – Hide your notes and write down what you remember.

• 3. Self-Testing – Quiz yourself – 

• 4. Match up cards – create quotations cards about the different religious texts. See if you can match the quotation to the text.

• 5. Teach Someone Else – Explain events to a friend or trusted adult

Example Activity:
• Make a pictorial timeline of key events 

RE
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What is Retrieval Practice?
• Actively recall information without looking at your notes.

• Strengthens memory and makes learning stick.

Why is it important for Childcare?
• Helps you to remember key developmental stages and how children learn 

•How to Do It in Childcare
• 1. Flashcards – question on the front – have the answer on the other side 

• 2. Cover & Recall – Hide your notes and write down what you remember.

• 3. Self-Testing – Quiz yourself – 

• 4. Scenarios- create your own scenarios and explain what children will learn, how the task will help them progress 

• 5. Teach Someone Else – Explain events to a friend or trusted adult

Example Activity:
• Make a pictorial timeline of key events 

Childcare
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Flash Cards are an amazing tool to revise from in Geography. 

Once you have reduced your information to a mind map (practice 
1), you reduce it again onto a flash card (Practice 2) and then use 
Look, Cover, Say to see if you can explain the piece of information. 
Use diagrams “A picture saves 1000 words”.

Hand made ones are better, but you can purchase a set 

Geography
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Math revision strategy
Subject specific



Respectful  Kind  Resilient  Ready
INTERNAL DOCUMENT: (Edit Slide Master to change this title)

Why is Retrieval Practice important for Maths Revision?
• Retrieval practice must be combined with spaced learning to help ensure transfer of learning to your long-term 

memory

• This means regularly revisiting past learning in Maths - from key fact recall such as 1m =100cm, to more 
complex methods or processes such as how to calculate the area of a trapezium

• Spaced learning means leaving a little time between retrievals, but not too long!

• Ideal time frames can be weekly or monthly, depending on the complexity of the learning and how well you can 
retrieve it

• For anything you struggle to retrieve, decrease the time between next testing yourself – e.g. from each month to 
once a week

LITTLE AND OFTEN IS 
THE KEY!

USE PAST EXAM 
QUESTIONS!
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Retrieval Techniques for Maths

• Fact recall: Use flashcards with a questions on the front and answers on the back

• Methods and processes: Use past paper questions, and self-assess using a mark scheme or model answers

• Use the online resources available in Maths to help you!

• Speak to your teacher
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Key Revision Websites to aid Retrieval Practice in Maths

Video explanations and questions:

• https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/

• http://www.corbettmaths.com/

Online predicted papers

• http://www.onmaths.com/

• http://www.mathsmadeeasy.co.uk/

Video solutions to past papers

https://www.youtube.com/@162maths

Revision by topic:

• www.missbresources.com

• www.piximaths.com

https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/
https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/
http://www.corbettmaths.com/
http://www.corbettmaths.com/
http://www.onmaths.com/
http://www.onmaths.com/
http://www.mathsmadeeasy.co.uk/
http://www.mathsmadeeasy.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/@162maths
http://www.missbresources.com/
http://www.missbresources.com/
http://www.piximaths.com/
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Computer Science
revision strategy

Subject specific
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Computer Science
Paper 1 – Computer Systems

Smart Revise :
•  Complete the quizzes based on your Amber and 

Red topics. Don't do your green topic, you know 
these

Longer Questions
For your 8 markers, keep an on the news. Think 
about how computers are being used around the 
world. AI is likely to come up- how could it be used in 
schools and healthcare?

Teams Resources
Have a look on Teams assignments at our revision 
resources- these are active all the time.

Paper 2 – Algorithms

Smart Revise :
• Complete the quizzes based on your Amber and 

Red topics. Don't do your green topic, you know 
these. Focus on topics 2.1, 2.4 and 2.5

Algorithm Questions
Use the algorithm planning sheets to help you, focus 
on inputs, selections and outputs these easily get 
your 3 marks. Use the planning sheets to help you 
map out an answer

Turing Labs
Use your turing lab account to practice your logical 
thinking and decomposition skills. Focus on how 
you would break down the problem, remember in 
your exam you hand write your answers!
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Business Studies
revision strategy

Subject specific
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Business Studies
Paper 1 – Computer Systems

Smart Revise :
•  Complete the quizzes based on your Amber and Red 

topics. Don't do your green topic, you know these
• Focus on key areas: Business in the real world, 

Influences on business, Business operations, Human 
resources, Marketing, and Finance.

Longer Questions
Keep you eye on the news, see what is happening it is 
important that you understand current affairs and potential 
business issues. 

Revise with Real Examples
• Apply concepts to real businesses (e.g. Amazon, 

Greggs, JD Sports).
• Use examples to support 6- and 9-mark answers.
• Remember you BLT and MELIBA paragraphs!

Teams Resources
Have a look on Teams assignments at our revision 
resources- these are active all the time.

Writing Structure!
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